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University of Michigan School of Music, Theatre & Dance
Department of Musical Theatre presents

Natasha, Pierre & the Great
Comet of 1812

By Dave Malloy

Broadway premiere presented by Howard & Janet Kagan, Paula Marie Black, Carole Shorenstein Hays, Jenny
Steingart and Jason Eagan, Mary Lu Roffe and Susan Gallin, Diana DiMenna, Mary Maggio/Sharon Azrieli/
Robin Gorman, Darren Sussman/Roman Gambourg/Lev Geiter, Tom Smedes, John Logan, Lisa Matlin, Margie
and Bryan Weingarten, Daveed Frazier, Argyle Productions/lim Kierstead, In Fine Company/Elizzee, Gutterman
& Caiola/Backdrop Partners, Siderow Kirchman Productions/Sunnyspot Productions, Gordon/Meli Theatricals,
Rodger Ess/Larry Toppall, Daniel Rakowski/Matt Ross/Ben Feldman, Mike Karns, The American Repertory
Theater (Diane Paulus, Artistic Director; Diane Quinn, Executive Producer; Diane Borger, Producer), and Ars
Nova. Originally commissioned, developed, and world premiere produced by Ars Nova; Jason Eagan, Founding
Artistic Director; Renee Blinkwolt, Managing Director. Further developed and produced by the American
Repertory Theater at Harvard University; Diane Paulus, Artistic Director; Diane Quinn, Executive Producer;
Diane Borger, Producer.

Director Sound Designer
Jess Bogart Matt Berman #

Music Director
Jason DeBord

Choreographer
Ron De Jesus

Scenic Designer
Kevin Judge

Costume Designer
Ellie Van Engen t

Lighting Designer
Jess Fialko

Setting: Russia, early 19th century.

Hair & Makeup Designer
Brittany Crinson

Resident Dramaturg
Karin Waidley

Resident Intimacy
Choreographer and
Cultural Consultant
Raja Benz

Production Stage Manager
Andy Blatt t

T SMTD Student
+ SMTD Guest

There will be one 15-minute intermission.

Latecomers will be seated at a suitable break. As a courtesy to others,
please turn off cellular phones and refrain from texting during the
performance. Photography, audio recording, and videotaping of any kind

are not permitted.

Natasha, Pierre & The Great Comet of 1812 is presented by special arrangement with

Concord Theatricals. concordtheatricals.com



The performers in this production are students in the
Department of Musical Theatre. The designers for this
production are students, faculty, and/or guests of SMTD.
Scenery, costumes, properties, sound, and lighting were
realized by the students and staff of University Productions,
the producing unit of SMTD. Thank you for supporting our
educational mission.

Freedom of Expression Statement

Thank you for attending this program. The University of
Michigan strives to create a truly open forum, one in which
diverse opinions can be expressed and heard. You can see our
full Freedom of Expression policy at smtd.umich.edu/FOE

Statement on the Anishinaabe Land Transfer

Anishinaabeg gaa bi dinokiiwaad temigad manda Michigan
Kichi Kinoomaagegamig. Mdaaswi nshwaaswaak shi
mdaaswi shi niizhawaaswi gii-sababoonagak, Ojibweg,
Odawaag, minwaa Bodwe’aadamiig wiiba gii-miigwenaa’aa
maamoonjiniibina Kichi Kinoomaagegamigoong wi pii-gaa
aanjibiigaadeg Kichi-Naakonigewinning, debendang
manda aki, mampii Niisaajiwan, gewiinwaa niijaansiwaan
ji kinoomaagaazinid. Daapanaming ninda kidwinan,
megwaa minwaa gaa bi aankoosejig zhinda akiing minwaa
gii-miigwewaad Kichi-Kinoomaagegamigoong aanji-
daapinanigaade minwaa mshkowenjigaade.

The University of Michigan is located on the traditional territory
of the Anishinaabe people. In 1817, the Ojibwe, Odawa, and
Bodewadami Nations made the largest single land transfer

to the University of Michigan. This was offered ceremonially

as a gift through the Treaty at the Foot of the Rapids so that
their children could be educated. Through these words of
acknowledgment, their contemporary and ancestral ties to the
land and their contributions to the University are renewed

and reaffirmed.



Cast of Characters

There's a war going on out there somewhere,
and ANDREY isn’t here.
Ty Lam

NATASHA is young; she loves Andrey with all her heart.
Aliyah Douglas

SONYA is good; Natasha’s cousin and closest friend.
Isabella Denissen

MARYA is old school, a grande dame of Moscow. Natasha’s
godmother, strict yet kind.
Sage Taylor

ANATOLE is hot; he spends his money on women and wine.
Quincy Hampton

HELENE; Anatole’s sister, married to Pierre.
Riley Hahn

DOLOKHOV is fierce (but not too important).
Anatole’s friend, a crazy-good shot.
Kiran Szymkowiak

OLD PRINCE BOLKONSKY is crazy.
Charlie Reyes

and MARY is plain; Andrey’s family—totally messed up.
Natasha Rodriguez

BALAGA is just for fun.
Emmett Victorson

And what about PIERRE? Dear, bewildered,
and awkward PIERRE?
Kevin Ludwig

Ensemble
Gabi Bradley, Zuri Clarno, Jason Thomas Clyde, Faith Dolan,
Ezra Frazier, Cade Jetté, Eric Liang, Alejandro Medina, Emily
Murakami, Avery Ramsey, Fabi Rihl, Drey’von Simmons,
Liana Wise, Sarah Zampella, Anderson Zoll



Cast of Characters

Swings
Emmanuel Morgan, Tiffany Nagano, Madeline Vale
Balaga u/s Fabi Rihl
Ezra Frazier Bolkonsky u/s
Anatole u/sTy Lam Drey’von Simmons
Natasha u/s Marya u/s, Sonya u/s, Héléne
Emily Murakami u/s
Madeline Vale
Mary u/s
Tiffany Nagano Pierre u/s, Andrey u/s

Dolokhov u/s Landon Wouters

Orchestra

Conductor/Accordion
Jason DeBord

Oboe/English Horn Zack Rubin
Donald Schweikert

Cello
Clarinet Travis Kulwicki,
Andrew Bishop Sean Tant
Clarinet, Bass Clarinet Bass
Oliver Bishop Abimelec Guerra
Guitar Drums
Alex Anest Joe Mowatt
Violin Keyboard 1
Johni Weidner, Seulah Noh
Analise Granados )
Keyboard 2/Accordion
Viola Ethan Swanson

Rehearsal Pianists
Seulah Noh, Ethan Swanson



Musical Numbers

ACT1
Prologue............ Pierre, Natasha, Sonya, Marya, Anatole, Hélene,
Dolokhov, Bolkonsky, Mary, Balaga, Ensemble
PIerre.... s Pierre, Ensemble
MOSCOW ...t Natasha, Marya, Sonya
The Private & Intimate Life of the House..................... Bolkonsky,
Mary, Natasha
Natasha & Bolkonskys.............cccoenrecinecceee. Servant, Mary,
Natasha, Bolkonsky
NO ONE ElSe..... e Natasha
The Opera (Part 1).......ccoeeeee Marya, Servant, Sonya,
Hélene, Pierre, Ensemble
The Opera (Part 2) ..., Opera Soloists,
Natasha, Sonya, Ensemble
The Opera (Part 3).....cococeeeeeeeecceeeee Natasha, Sonya, Héléne,
Opera Soloists, Ensemble
Natasha & Anatole..........cocorerrvnnrrrceeeee Natasha, Anatole
The Duel........eeeeeeee e Anatole, Pierre, Dolokhov,
Hélene, Servant, Chorus
Dust and Ashes..........ccoorrrerceennrreeerere e Pierre, Ensemble
Sunday Morning ........ccccceeeiececeeceeeen, Sonya, Natasha, Marya
Charming........c.cooeeeeceeeeeee e Hélene, Natasha

B =0 =11 R Anatole, Natasha



Musical Numbers

ACT 2
Letters...... e Mary, Natasha, Anatole,
Dolokhov, Pierre, Chorus
Sonya & Natasha.........ccocceceececeeeeea Natasha, Sonya
SONYA AlONE ... Sonya
Preparations.........ccccoeeereecceeeee, Pierre, Anatole, Dolokhov
Balaga.......ccoeeerecceee Balaga, Anatole, Dolokhov, Ensemble
The Abduction..........ccooeeoevnrecene Anatole, Pierre, Dolokhov,
Maidservant, Ensemble
In My House.........ccooreeeceree, Marya, Sonya, Natasha
A Call to Pierre.............cccu.......... Marya, Pierre, Servant, Ensemble
Find Anatole...........cccccoeueuneeee. Pierre, Anatole, Hélene, Natasha,
Servant, Ensemble
Pierre & Anatole...........ccorrereeeeeeeerre Pierre, Anatole
Natasha Very lll............e e Sonya
Pierre & Andrey...........ccoeeeeeeeeceeeeeene Sonya, Andrey, Pierre
Pierre & Natasha..........cccoonnreece e Pierre, Natasha

The Great Comet of 1812 ..o Pierre, Ensemble



Family Tree

FAMILY TREE

NATASHA

Graphic created by Ty Amsterdam, dramaturg



Thoughts From the Dramaturgy Team...

“In Nineteenth-Century Russia, we write letters...”
Cher Public (Dear Audience),

Dissecting Tolstoy’s War and Peace is a monumental task.
A sung-through show, a significant undertaking. Creator
Dave Malloy said, “Let’s put those together.” What you get
is an electro-pop, rock, R&B-infused opera based in early
19th-century Russia. And not. Makes little sense, like trying
to understand what is merely a sliver of an epic; one that
deals with skirmishes, global conflicts, and maybe a troika
ride or two, all set against Napoleon’s years-long waging of
destruction across Europe, as grand as the operas Russia’s
nobility attended.

So, to piece together the narrative, the dramaturgy team
spoke with actors, to have conversations like what we are
having with you, the audience, in the Prologue: “Gonna have
to study up a little bit, if you wanna keep with the plot.” Every
song, character, and choreography sequence tells its own tale.
“Simple” questions such as “What does this word mean?”
sparked answers anywhere from unfamiliar cultural traditions
to the deepest conversational depths about how one’s pride
relates to the humility of aging or the meaning of life.

These conversations made translating War and Peace into the
21st century much easier. In a world also riddled with conflict,
generational division, simultaneous shattering and formation
of new trends at a breakneck pace, amid ever-shifting power
dynamics and innovation, this 19th-century novel feels eerily
relatable. Soaring vocals and striking instrumentation paint

a vibrant picture of 19th-century Russia. At the center lie
Natasha and Pierre; within their respective orbits lie a multitude
of family members, friends, and rivals in Russia’s high society.
The course charted for these stories comes together and bears
witness to a celestial phenomenon: the Great Comet of 1812,
which actually began its 260-day journey in 1811.



Thoughts From the Dramaturgy Team...

A search for life’s meaning manifests in many ways: new love,
attempts on others’ lives, burying oneself in philosophy and
politics to find meaning. Each character has their methods,
just like performers and the creative team alike have their own
avenues into finding their way into such a dense story.

Cordialment,
Joe Guzon, Dramaturg

“There’s a war going on out there somewhere,
And Andrey isn't here...”

Natasha, Pierre & the Great Comet of 1812 artfully adapts
only about 67 pages of Tolstoy’s 1,200-page classic, yet it
somehow manages to cut to the heart of the themes—a story
about personal and political unrest and how humans manage
to live through the darkest periods of time. In these pages,
many characters face the worst moments of turmoil in their
personal lives that endure for the rest of the book: Pierre is in
a profound spiritual crisis with which he cannot seem to cope;
Natasha, separated from her fiance, grows restless and almost
destroys her reputation; and, ever-present in his absence,
Andrey—~Pierre’s closest friend and Natasha’s lover—isn’t
here. He is off fighting in the Napoleonic wars, a distant and
determining backdrop of the story. Without his absence, the
events of this show would not have occurred. Despite the
relative comfort in which these characters live, they cannot
escape the larger ramifications and political context in which
they exist.

No one is unscathed by war. Not then, not now.

Yet, Great Comet is not a tragedy. It is a story about how we
connect to our humanity and that of others to find meaning
within moments. This passage from War and Peace beautifully
sums up some of the central themes despite it not being in

the musical: “...And, loving people without reason, [Pierre]



Thoughts From the Dramaturgy Team...

discovered the unquestionable reasons for which it was worth
loving them” (1124).

Though Pierre spends the entire show in a philosophical

and spiritual maelstrom, he does not find the meaning he so
desperately searches for until he stops isolating himself from the
world around him; he finds it when he connects with other people.

Tolstoy published his novel in 1869. He originally intended it
to be about the Decembrist revolt, but, as the story goes, he
realized two things: first, that Pierre (who is in many ways a
reflection of Tolstoy himself) could not exist without a history;
second, that the peasant boys he was teaching at his estate,
Yasnaya Polyana, seemed particularly taken by his descriptions
of the Napoleonic Wars.

Such is the world in which Natasha, Pierre & the Great Comet
of 1812 takes place: a world of anachronism, where characters
can move fluidly from a club to a duel to a costume ball. This
type of anachronism is not unusual in the works of Dave
Malloy, whose shows routinely warp time in order to express
most accurately those things that transcend it.

As we, like the characters of Great Comet, find ourselves
faced with constant reminders that “none of us are great
men—we're caught in the wave of history,” it is worthwhile to
remember that, “besides sorrow, there [are] also joys” (1115).
All is not over. We have communities to care for, art to create,
and people to love in the meantime, not “without reason,”

as Tolstoy suggested, but because that is how we make it
through. | hope this show exemplifies all this and more for you,
as it does for me.

—LKate Baldry, Dramaturg
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About the Authors

Dave Malloy (composer/lyricist/book
writer) is a composer, writer, performer,
and orchestrator. He has written
fourteen musicals, including Moby-
Dick, a four-part musical reckoning with
Melville’s classic novel; Octet, a chamber
choir musical about internet addiction;
Natasha, Pierre & The Great Comet

of 1812, an electropop opera based

on a slice of Tolstoy’s War & Peace (12 Tony nominations,
including Best Musical, Score, Book, and Orchestrations); Ghost
Quartet, a song cycle about love, death, and whiskey; Preludes,
a musical fantasia set in the hypnotized mind of Sergei
Rachmaninoff; Little Bunny Foo Foo, a forest entertainment for
small people; Three Pianos, a drunken romp through Schubert’s
Winterreise; Black Wizard/Blue Wizard, an escapist RPG
fantasy; Beowulf—A Thousand Years of Baggage, an anti-
academia rock opera; Beardo, a reinterpretation of the Rasputin
myth; Sandwich, a musical about killing animals; and Clown
Bible, Genesis to Revelation told through clowns.

He has won two Obie Awards, a Smithsonian Ingenuity
Award, a Theater World Award, the Richard Rodgers Award,
an ASCAP New Horizons Award, and a Jonathan Larson
Grant, and he has been a MacDowell Fellow and composer-in-
residence at Ars Nova and the Signature Theatre. He lives in
Brooklyn. www.davemalloy.com

—Adapted from Concord Theatricals



About the Cast

Gabi Bradley (Ensemble) Sophomore, BFA Musical Theatre,
Carmel, IN

Zuri Clarno (Ensemble) Senior, BFA Musical Theatre,
Columbus, OH

Jason Thomas Clyde (Ensemble) First-year, BFA Musical
Theatre, Zeeland, Ml

Isabella Denissen (Sonya Rostova) Junior, BFA Musical
Theatre, Dallas, TX

Faith Dolan (Ensemble) Sophomore, BFA Musical Theatre,
Arlington, MA

Aliyah Douglas (Natasha Rostova) Senior, BFA Musical
Theatre, Tucson, AZ

Ezra Frazier (Ensemble, Balaga u/s) Junior, BFA Musical
Theatre, Minneapolis, MN

Riley Hahn (Héléne Bezukhova) Junior, BFA Musical Theatre,
West Orange, NJ

Quincy Hampton (Anatole Kuragin) Junior, BFA Musical
Theatre, Maplewood, NJ

Cade Jetté (Ensemble) Sophomore, BFA Musical Theatre,
West Palm Beach, FL

Ty Lam (Andrey, Anatole u/s) Junior, BFA Musical Theatre,
Plano, TX

Eric Liang (Ensemble) First-year, BFA Musical Theatre,
Cedar Rapids, IA

Kevin Ludwig (Pierre Bezukhov) Senior, BFA Musical Theatre,
PAME minor, Toledo, OH



About the Cast

Alejandro Medina (Ensemble) First-year, BFA Musical Theatre,
Chicago, IL

Emmanuel Morgan (Swing) First-year, BFA Musical Theatre,
Ann Arbor, M|

Emily Murakami (Ensemble, Natasha u/s) Junior, BFA Musical
Theatre/BS Movement Science, Toronto, Ontario

Tiffany Nagano (Swing, Mary u/s) Junior, BFA Musical Theatre,
Honolulu, HI

Avery Ramsey (Ensemble) Sophomore, BFA Musical Theatre,
Hoboken, NJ

Charlie Reyes (Prince Bolkonsky) Sophomore, BFA Musical
Theatre, Dublin, CA

Fabi Rihl (Ensemble, Dolokhov u/s) Senior, BFA Musical
Theatre/MT Composition minor, Vienna, Austria

Natasha Rodriguez (Mary Bolkonsky) Junior, BFA Musical
Theatre/MT Composition and PAME minors, Miami, FL

Drey’von Simmons (Ensemble, Bolkonsky u/s) Junior, BFA
Musical Theatre, Interlochen, Ml

Kiran Szymkowiak (Fedya Dolokhov) Junior, BFA Musical
Theatre/Business minor, Pittsburgh, PA

Sage Taylor (Marya Dmitriyevna) Junior, BFA Musical Theatre/
Popular Music Studies minor, San Diego, CA

Madeline Vale (Swing, Marya u/s, Sonya u/s, Héléne u/s) Senior,
BFA Musical Theatre, Pittsburgh, PA

Emmett Victorson (Balaga) Sophomore, BFA Musical Theatre,
Evanston, IL



About the Cast

Liana Wise (Ensemble, Dance Captain, Associate Choreographer)
Sophomore, BFA Musical Theatre, East Greenwich, RI

Landon Wouters (Pierre u/s, Andrey u/s) Senior, BFA Musical
Theatre, Fullerton, CA

Sarah Zampella (Ensemble) Sophomore, BFA Musical Theatre,
Little Falls, NJ

Anderson Zoll (Ensemble, Dance Captain, Associate Choreographer)
Junior, BFA Musical Theatre/MT Composition minor, Austin, TX



About the Creative Team

Matt Berman (Sound Designer) travels as the sound designer
for Kristin Chenoweth. His most recent Broadway sound
design was for Chenoweth'’s For the Girls at the Nederlander
Theater. His international touring with stars such as
Chenoweth, Liza Minnelli, Alan Cumming, and Elaine Paige has
allowed him to design for such iconic venues as Royal Albert
Hall; the Paris Opera; Royal Theater Carré in Amsterdam; the
Sporting Club in Monte Carlo; the Acropolis; the Amphitheater
in Taormina, Sicily; the Sydney Opera House; and, closer to
home, the Hollywood Bowl, Alice Tully Hall, the Metropolitan
Opera, and Carnegie Hall. Other Broadway credits include
Kristin Chenoweth’s My Love Letter to Broadway at the Lunt-
Fontanne, the Tony Award-winning Liza’s at the Palace, Bea
Arthur on Broadway at the Booth Theater, Nancy LaMott’s Just
in Time for Christmas, and Kathy Griffin Wants a Tony at the
Belasco Theater.

Andy Blatt (Production Stage Manager) is a senior pursuing

a degree in theatre design and production. Select U-M credits
include Julius Caesar (PSM), Miss America (SM), Of Thee | Sing
(SM), Elizabeth Cree (ASM), and Guys & Dolls (ASM). He is so
thankful to end his senior year with this wonderful company!
Shout-out to his incredible stage management team: Chloe D,
Chloe Y, Julia, Lindsay, Patricio, and Patrick! And a huge thank
you to his friends that have supported him throughout the way!

Jessica Boevers Bogart (Director) is a professional director,
teacher, actress, and assistant professor of music here at the
University of Michigan. Bogart has played leading roles on
Broadway in Dear Evan Hansen, Les Miserables, A Funny
Thing Happened on the Way to the Forum, Rent, Oklahoma,
Beauty & the Beast, Boeing Boeing, Brief Encounter, In My Life,
and A Little Night Music at Lincoln Center as well as Medea

at Carnegie Hall. She has directed award-winning regional
theatre productions in Chicago, Raleigh, and New York.
Bogart also proudly served as an associate artistic director at
Chicago’s Apple Tree Theatre. She resides in Dexter, Michigan,
with her husband Matt and their two sons.



About the Creative Team

Brittany Crinson (Hair & Makeup Designer) Brittany Crinson is
the Wigs, Hair, and Makeup Studio manager for all of UProd.
She takes on the role of designing for each production. Crinson
spent several years in Chicago building her portfolio and skill
set as a wig, hair, and makeup designer. She is thrilled to be
back for her 2nd full year at UMICH. Break legs cast and crew
of The Great Comet!

Jason DeBord (Music Director) was appointed to the
Department of Musical Theatre faculty in September 2014 and
promoted to associate professor in 2020. DeBord most recently
served as music supervisor for the 2025 Seoul production

of Once—The Musical, having previously served as resident
music supervisor for its Broadway and world tour productions.
Additional Broadway credits include Shrek, Priscilla: Queen

of the Desert, Rock of Ages, Legally Blonde, All Shook Up,

and Rent, among others. As a conductor and pianist, he has
played national tours of A Chorus Line, Rent, and Urinetown,
and his playing is featured in the 2009 Sony Pictures Classics
documentary Every Little Step. Regional credits include the
Old Globe, La Jolla Playhouse, A.C.T., the Alliance Theatre, the
St. Louis Muny, and the 5th Avenue Theatre. DeBord recently
completed arrangements for composer Nick Spear’s theatrical
cantata Extraction to Extinction, with orchestration by Olivier
Award-winner August Eriksmoen. The work explores the
impact of natural resource extraction on rural communities and
its impact on society at large.

Ron De Jesus (Choreographer) is an assistant professor in the
Department of Musical Theatre. He is the artistic director of
Ron De Jesus Dance and was the leading male dancer with
Hubbard Street Dance Chicago (17 seasons). Broadway/New
York: Twyla Tharp/Billy Joel Movin’ Out, Twyla Tharp’s Come
Fly Away — creative team; artistic associate for StagePlays
Theater Company. U-M: American Idiot, Cabaret, Crazy for
You, Full Monty, Ybor City, Ariadne auf Naxos, Dance with Me,



About the Creative Team

Sweeney Todd, Sense and Sensibility. Drury Lane Theatre:
Walt Disney’s Beauty and the Beast. Film credits: Road to
Perdition, Stay, Across the Universe, asst. choreographer — A
League of Their Own. Awards: Best Choreographer, Chicago
Music & Dance Alliance Award; New York Musical Theater
Festival Award (twice); National Choreographers’ Initiative,
Ruth Page Award for Outstanding Male Dancer; Carbonell
Award for Best Choreography. Répétiteur for Twyla Tharp
Productions, Washington Ballet, Aspen Ballet, NBA Japan.

Jess Fialko (Lighting Designer) is a lighting, costume, and
scenic designer. They are a clinical assistant professor of
design in the Department of Theatre & Drama. They recently
designed lighting for Fawn, a new dance/theater work by
Charli Brissey, performed at the Ypsilanti Freighthouse. Fialko
is also the lighting designer/production manager for Vim

Vigor Dance Company (Punchline, Dracula, The Long Fall).
U-M: lighting designer: Men On Boats, Antigone, Prometheus:
Beginnings, Imogen Says Nothing, No Other (choreographer
Fangfei Miao, toured to Lyon, France), 7 Hours Difference Part
Il: Present Simple Tense (also performed at Sibiu International
Theatre Festival). Scenic designer: Moscow Moscow Moscow...
Costume designer: The Cherry Orchard. Regional Credits:
Theatreworks Colorado Springs, Colorado Springs Fine Arts
Center, Colorado Springs Conservatory, Gibney Center,
Riverside Theatre, lowa Summer Repertory, Penobscot Theatre
Company, Maples Repertory Theatre, Hollins University,
University of Northern lowa, Birmingham Children’s Theatre.

Kevin Judge (Scenic Designer) is a freelance scenic designer
whose credits include scenery for the Broadway production

of Irena’s Vow (Walter Kerr Theatre) as well as many other
shows in New York City. Among these are Laugh It Up, Stare It
Down (The Cherry Lane Theatre), Anthem (Baryshnikov Arts
Center), Lovesick, The Revival, and FUBAR with Project,

and Frankenstein (37 ARTS). Regionally he has worked at the
Cincinnati Playhouse in the Park, La Jolla Playhouse, Delaware



About the Creative Team

Theater Company, Dorset Theatre Festival, and Wellfleet
Harbor Actors Theater. He designed the scenery for Grammy
Award-winner Esperanza Spalding’s 2016 international tour.
In addition to his theatre designs, Judge has also been a set
designer on over 100 episodes of television, working on many
shows including The Chosen (Lionsgate), The White House
Plumbers (HBO), For Life (ABC), Manifest (NBC), Jessica Jones
(Netflix), Blindspot (NBC), The Americans (FX), and Master of
None (Netflix). He was also the associate designer on over 40
theatre productions with Alexander Dodge, including the Tony
Award-nominated designs for A Gentleman’s Guide to Love
and Murder and Present Laughter. He received his MFA from
the University of California, San Diego.

Ellie Van Engen (Costume Designer) is a senior in the BFA
design and production program with a costume design
concentration and a minor in gender & health. She would

like to thank her family and best friends for their support in
both this show and her time at Michigan. She has had the
most wonderful experience creating costumes in her time at
Michigan and can’t wait for you to see what is next! Costume
design credits: The Marriage of Figaro (UProd), Julius Caesar
(UProd), The Government Inspector (MT Studio); assistant
CD: Pericles (Santa Cruz Shakespeare), Attempts on Her Life
(Rude Mechanicals), The Cherry Orchard (UProd), People Are
Things (Directing Thesis), and Horse Girls (Basement Arts). |
instagram: @ellievecostume | website: ellievanengen.com

Acknowledgements
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Production Staff

Associate Choreographers Liana Wise, Anderson Zoll
Assistant Director Landon Wouters

Assistant Scenic Design Gretchen Brookes, Ren Kosiorowski
Assistant Costume Design Ceri Roberts

Assistant Hair & Makeup Design Christine Chupailo
Assistant Lighting Design Ethan Hoffman

Dramaturgy Team Ty Amsterdam, Kaitlyn Baldry, Joe Guzon
Assistant Stage Managers Chloe Deutschman, Chloe Yoo

Production Assistant Patricio Alvarado, Patrick McCaffity,
Julia Rae Rodriguez, Lindsay Susten

Assistant Technical Director Aiden Heeres

Assistants to the Music Director Ethan Swanson, Johni Weidner

Faculty Advisors

Costume Design Advisor Sarah M Oliver
Stage Management Advisor Jenn Rae Moore

Technical Direction Advisor Chad Hain

Production Crews

Costumes lliana Beauchamp, Katy Dawson, Sarita Gankin,
Lucy Knas, Alex Li, Maya Liu, Rachel Pfeil, Isabella Pruter,
Kayti Sanchez, Ellie Van Engen & 250/252/262 students

Lighting Eliza Anker, Clayton Collins, Morgan Gomes, Ethan
Hoffman, Brandon Malin, Tate Zeleznik, Gabriela Ribeiro
Znamensky & 250/252/262 students



Production Crews

Paint Gretchen Brookes, Miles Hionis, Norah Klocke, Ren
Kosiorowski, Hannah Kryzhan, Talia Lev, Emmie Pokryfke,
Ceri Roberts, Seri StewartA, Amber Walters, Angela Wu &
250/252/262 students

Scenery Kelly Burkel, Ren Kosiorowski, Aiden Heeres, Soph
Irfani, Josi Middaugh, Luke Moyer, Michael Russell, Nathaniel
Steever & 250/252/262 students

Props Andy Blatt, Kendall Brisco, Brook Galsky, Alex Heskett,
Sam McLaughlin, Tessie Morales, Leah Stchur, Reese Stevens
& 250/252/262 students

Wigs/Hair/Makeup Gretchen Brookes, Christine Chupailo,
Miles Hionis & 250/252/262 students

Production Management Justin Comini, Shelby Holloway,
Esther Hwang, Greta Steever

Running Crews

Light Board Operator Emily Peisner

Follow Spot Operators Kendal Bazerman, Ryan Hughes,
Lucas Somers

Microphone Assistants Noah Itzkovitz, Alaria Taylor
Deck Crew Head Justin CominiA

Scenery Crew Chase Crownover, Joey Dean, Jack Stoll,
Angelica White

Properties Crew Milo Bustany, Charlotte Rivera, K'amor Smith

Wardrobe Crew Emma Aquino, Maya LiuA, Abel Muhoz,
Addison Stone, Cathie Thomas

Hair and Make-up Crew Jacqueline Boynton, Miles Hionis,
Naomi Parr, Kayti SanchezA

Projections Operator Max Leadley

A Crew Head
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David Gier, Dean
Paul Boylan Collegiate Professor of Music

Department of Musical Theatre

Department Chair
Cynthia Kortman Westphal

Department Manager/Artistic Administrator
Kathryn Pamula

Walgreen Events Manager
Nickie Smith

Studio and Performance Manager
Arie Shaw

Walgreen Office Coordinator
Tyler Brunsman

Faculty
Raja Benz, Jessica Bogart, Tyler Brunsman, Vincent J. Cardinal, Jason
DeBord, Ron De Jesus, Maurice Draughn, Tyler Driskill, André Garner,
Caroline Helton, Eiji Miura, Sydney Morton, Chelsea Packard, Sara
Randazzo, Lynne Shankel, Catherine A. Walker, Ann Evans Watson,
Cynthia Kortman Westphal

Professors Emeriti
Linda Goodrich, Mark Madama, Melody Racine, Brent Wagner
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University Productions
Administrative Staff

Executive Director
Jeffrey Kuras

Administrative Specialist
Christine Eccleston

Administrative Asst.
Emily Erlich

Facilities Manager
Shannon Rice

Performance Halls House Manager
Kelley Krahn

Lead Backstage Operations Mgr.
Dane Racicot

Sr. Backstage Operations Mgr.
David Pickell

Backstage Operations Mgrs.
Tiff Crutchfield, Yvette Kashmer,
Brian Koepele, Robbie Kozub

University Productions
Production Staff

Director of Productions
Aaron Keller

Asst. Production Manager
Michelle Williams-Elias

Technical Director (Walgreen)
Richard W. Lindsay Jr.

Theatrical Scenery Manager
Chad Hain

Lead Scenic Carpenter
Devin Miller

Scenic Carpenter
Heather Udowitz

Charge Scenic Artist
Beth Sandmaier

Assoc. Theatrical Paint Mgr.
Madison Stinemetz

Lead Theatrical Properties Manager
Patrick A. Drone

Assoc. Theatrical Properties
Manager
Danielle Keys

Properties Artisan
Adam Ashlock

Theatrical Properties Stock and
Tech Coord.
Kat Kreutz

Theatrical Lighting Manager
Heather Hunter

Assoc. Theatrical Lighting Manager
Jorrey Calvo

Theatrical Sound Manager
Katie Hopgood

Sr. Costume Shop Manager
Laura Brinker

Asst. Costume Shop Manager
Leslie Ann Smith

Lead Cutter/Draper
Tj Williamson

Cutter/Drapers
Sarah Havens, Lani Tortoriello

Stitchers
Mag Grace, Rene Plante

Lead Costume Crafts Artisan
Elizabeth Gunderson

Costume Stock Manager
Theresa Hartman

Wardrobe Manager
Meredith Miller

Theatrical Hair and Makeup Mgr.
Brittany Crinson
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SMTD Advancement

Chief Advancement Officer
Ericka Bigelow

Development

Assistant Director of
Development, Stewardship
Jessica Woodman

Director of Development,
Marching & Athletic Bands
Kimberly Baumgartner

Major Gifts Officer Intermediate
Megan Anderson Cook

Manager of Annual
Giving Programs
Gretchen Pleuss

Marketing & Communications

Director of Marketing,
Communications &
Campaign Strategy
Beth Miller

Director of Marketing &
Communications for Ticketed
Performances

Sarah Erlewine

Brand & Creative Services Manager

Brandon Monzon

Sr. Communications Manager
Judy Galens

Video & Multimedia Manager
Chris Boyes

Multimedia Specialist
Robert Coelius

Graphic Designer
Rachel Salazar

Digital Content Specialist
Tracy Payovich

Marketing Coordinator
Liam Crnkovich

MMB Digital Communications
Manager
Izzi Jasperse-Cheng



Become A Friend Today!

/

Extraordinary Experiences

Friends of Musical Theatre supports the Department of Musical Theatre
by providing vital discretionary support for scholarship funding, hosting
guest directors, the annual Senior Showcase, and more. The
Department of Musical Theatre counts on annual gifts from Friends
members to maintain the high caliber of educational enrichment

each year.

GIFTS AS OF MARCH 26, 2026

Gifts $25,000 and above Dean Eisner Gifts $2,500-$9,999
Lynn Fireside and James Jeffrey Hoffman James Adams and
Anderson Alan Kalter and Christine Naz Edwards

Jeffrey and Susan Lezotte Elgart Aster
Goldenberg James Kershner Robert Bagramian and
Robert Greenberger and Linda Bennett

Renee Durbin Greenberger Jerry and Emily Miller
Lawrence Bell
Linda Bennett and

Robert Bagramian

Mike Mosallam

Judith and Donald
Rumelhart
Matthew and Joanna Rego Vincent Cardinal

Susan Smith
Donald Shepherd Jeoffrey and Ellen Stross

Gifts $10,000-$24,999 Michael and Marcia Torrey Constance Cook
Mary and David

Baumgarten

Sally Kennedy

Joy and Allan Nachman

Chupailo Family

Anne Cooper
Valerie DiFebo

Susan Wooley



Ann Gabriel
Kevin Hale

Harry A. and Margaret D.
Towsley Foundation

Barbara and Robert
Hensinger

Shira and Steven Klein
Barbara Kolekamp

Sally and William Martin
Lori and Michael Nash

Stacey Mindich Productions,
LLC

William Welch and
Karen Crawford

Benjamin Whiteley

Peter and Katherine Woo
Gifts $1,000-52,499
Actors’ Equity Foundation
Victor and Michelle Adamo
Anonymous

Henry Appelman

Wallace and Ellen Arneson

Rachel Bendit and Mark
Bernstein

Ron and Mary Bogdasarian

Thad and Heather
Bracegirdle

Robert Buczek and David
Skoczylas

James and Jennifer
Carpenter

Thomas and Jeannine Carr

Dennis and Patricia
Dahlmann

Ralph and Ruth Dixon
Anne Duderstadt
Barbara Duncan

Douglas Elser and Sandra
Sorini Elser

Andy Frank

Steven and Joyce Gerber
James and Cherie Gilmour
Douglas and Sabrina Gross

Susan Harris

Norman and Deborah
Herbert

John and Sondra Herold
Roger and Nancy Hitchcock
Richard Kennell

Kathryn Legatski

James and Kathleen
MacDonald

Pearson and Robert Macek
Irwin and Fran Martin
Patricia and Robert Materka
Mary Matthews

Alan and Janis Menken
Stephanie and Neil Michaels

Steve and Ann-Ferrell
Millham

Thomas and Patricia
Morrow

Erin Padilla and Steven
Stuart

Benjamin Pasek

Justin and Asher Paul
Helen Peters

Phyllis and William Robb
Jessica Roberts

Brian and Trisha Rubin

Lawrence and
Beverly Seiford

Frederick Slay

Augustus and Andrea
Stager

llene and Norman Tyler
Robin and Harvey Wax
Daniel and Lindsay White
Bruce Wilson

John Wooley and Ann Kim
Gifts $250-$999

Susan and Keith Aaronson
Larry and Susan Adler
Anonymous Donors
George Bacon

DVorah Bailey

Essel and Menakka Bailey
Daniel and Barbara Balbach

Anne Beaubien
John Bisognano

Julie Black and Joseph
Nicholas

Francine and Horace Bomar
Tara Branstad and John Dick

Philip Bucksbaum and
Roberta Morris

Glenda Bullock

Elaine Caoili and Michael
Hudson

Nancy and Tom Clyde

Mary Cotter

Alan and Bette Cotzin
Constance Cress

Denise and Scott Crownover
Angie D'’Agostino-Siconolfi

Konstandina and Robert
Demerell

Sharon and Dallas Dort
Donald and Kathy Duquette
Kim and Darlene Eagle

David and Rebecca
Ebershoff

Julia and Charles Eisendrath
Charles and Julie Ellis
Harvey and Eleanor Falit

Jo-Anna and David
Featherman

Sara Fitzgerald

Spencer Ford and Susan
Goldsmith

Michael and Sara Frank
Judith and Paul Freedman
Dion Frischer

Patricia and Michael
Gallagher

Thomas and Barbara
Gelehrter

Edward and Mona Goldman
Judith Gourdji

Robert and Karen Hahn
John and Stephanie Hall
Kenneth Handwerger

Richard Van Harrison



Marten Hawkins

Kenneth Hebenstreit and
Sharlan Douglas

Jeffrey and Naomi Heftler
Susan and Frank Higdon
Sheryl Hirsch and John Billi
Carol Hoffer

Robert and Sara Holmes
Jennifer and Mark Ito

John Jackson

Frank and Janet Jeffries
Tracey Johnson

David Kalodner

Yukari and Kyoichiro
Kamibayashi

Barbara and David Kay
Jeri and Robert Kelch

Charles Kelly and Allison
Sugiyama

Anne Kloack

Susan and Anthony
Konovaliv

Maria and Kenneth
Laberteaux

Jerold and Judith Lax

Nancy and Irving Leon
Richard LeSueur

Ophelia and Walter Leverett

Andrea and Jonathan
Lieberman

Philip Lineer

Mark and Jennifer LoPatin
Judith and Robert Marans
W. Harry Marsden

Ann Martin and Russell
Larson

Daniel and Carol McDonnell

Daniel and Madelyn
McMurtrie

Catherine and John McNair

Bonnie Metzger and
Barbara Therrien

Lucian and Audrey Michaels

Jeanie Mientus

Andrew and Candice
Mitchell

Craig and Shari Morgan

Michael Newberry and
Sara Platte

Sharon and Charles
Newman

Deb Odom Stern

Gregg and Harriet Orley
Richard Patterson

Michael and Susan Payment
Nancy Pickus

James and Marcia Plunkett

Prospect Communications,
Inc.

Ixsy Ramirez and Jason
Lester

Andrea and Duane Ramsey
Koganti and Krishna Rao
Malverne Reinhart

Juliet and Vincent Reyes
Louis and Sheila Rice
Patricia and Dennis Ritchie

Bill Roberts and Richard
Van Harrison

Larry and Michelle Sanford
Albert and Jane Sayed

Cliff and Ingrid Sheldon
Susan Shipman

Tamlyn Shusterman

John and Margaret Sivertson

Sandra Sorini Elser and
Douglas Elser

Steve Stancroff and Tamar
Springer

Omnika and Ronald
Thompson

Peter Toogood and Hanna
Song

Anthony and Michele
Troschinetz

Jeffrey and Lisa Tulin-Silver
Dale and Beverly Ulrich

Phyllis Valentine and Tadd
Rosa

Jonathan Veniar

Brent Wagner

Edward and Patricia
Wahtera

Elise Weisbach

Joy and Aaron Weisbord
Sarah and Josh Whinston
Donna Winkelman

Linda Young and Brad
Carroll

Ronald and Kathleen
Zernicke

Gifts $100-5249
Anonymous Donors

Eric Armour and Brandon
Ancil

Harriet Bakalar and Edwin
Tobes

Ryan Banar

Jennifer Barber

Jeffrey and Laurie Barnett
Kittie Berger Morelock

Deborah Berman and
Richard Dopp

Frank and Valerie-Ann
Bernacki

Patricia and Dennis Bernardi
Diane Borger

Gregory and Marly Bradley
Laurence and Loretta Brody
Elizabeth Bunn

Jack Cederquist and Meg
Kennedy Shaw

Kim Clarke and Barry LaRue
Malcolm and Judy Cohen

Marian Cohen and
Sheldon Ginns

Cheryl Colloton

David and Liz Costello
Julie and Asa Davis

Paul and Audrey DiMarzo

Gretchen Doninger and
David Victorson

Daniel and Jennifer Edwards
Charles and Mary Elser

Kenneth Fallows



Susan Fisher

Milele and Alvin Francis

Jan and Jonathan Frank
John Gillespie

Christine and Robert Gilman

Sharon Gold-Steinberg and
Michael Steinberg

Karen and Franklin Gordon
Andrew and Amy Grolnick

Cyril Grum and Cathy
Strachan

Melody and T.R. Hainline
Margery and Jay Haite
Julie and Scott Halpert
Susan Hamilton

Lawrence Handelsman and
Joanne Warner-Handelsman

Katherine and Brian
Hartwell

Laurence Hauptman and
Linda Langmore

Paula Hencken and
George Collins

Phyllis and David Herzig
Lorna and Mark Hildebrandt
Alan and Deborah Hitsky

Maurita Holland and
Roger Chard

Norman E and
Cristine Howe

L Huesmann

Carol Hurwitz and Thomas
Hardy

Ann and Charles Hutchins
Kathleen and David Johnson
Linda and John Jonides
Allison Kench

Jeremy Koch

Marissa Kretzmer

Steven Kronick and
Kimberley Vnuk-Kronick

Joanna Lampert and Tiffany
Rea-Fisher

Amanda Leggett

Carrie and Ryan Leonard

Ronghui Liang and
Xuefen Zhen

Georgia and
Wayne Lindstrom

Adrienne Malley

Sheldon and
Geraldine Markel

Stephanie Mashima

Alexandra Matish and
Beverly Davidson

Judythe and Roger Maugh

Catherine and David
McDowell

Thomas Mobley

Colin and Nancy Oatley
Theodora Oldknow
Kathryn Pelz-Davis
Judith and John Petrush
June and Norman Prisand

Julie and Jonathan Reuning-
Scherer

Linda and Melvyn Richter
Meilani and Jesse Rivera
Daniel Rogers

Zona Scheiner and
Bennet Wolper

Susan Schreiber and
Andrew Nagy

David Seaman and Helen
Zylman

Joseph Settimi

Ronnie Shapiro

Katina and Arthur Sharp
Susan and Patrick Shields
Thomas and Mary Shields
Stuart and Rhonda Simon
Kathleen Singer

Julie and William Smigielski
South Coast Anesthesia

Barbara Stark-Nemon and
Barry Nemon

Elizabeth Stern and
Michael Madorsky

Cynthia Stewart

Michael Stickel-Reed and
Tyler Stickel

David and Carlin Stockson
Eric Straka and Gianna Lete
Nicole Thompson

Douglas and
Deborah Wachter

Marie and Thomas Wall
Kathy and Curt Waugh

Cynthia Kortman Westphal
and Kirk Westphal

Sarajane Winkelman
Monica Yudovich
Diane Zahn

Gifts under $100
Anonymous Donors
Stanley Bahorek
Leslie Bash

Matt Berman
Melissa Bernardo
Elizabeth Bishop
Leona Burton

Kevin Carney

Joseph Dean and
Kathryn Ashleigh-Dean

Beth Dembrow
Crystal Dukes
Judith and Wayne Failoni

Wendy Fisher-House and
James House

Gary and Elaine Gillespie
Carly Groves

Mica Harrison Loosemore
Eva Heinemann

Kathleen Hunscher
Elizabeth Jones

Helen and Noah Kaplan

Abigail Lawrence-Jacobson
and Alan Jacobson

Jean Loup

Amy Lovato

Harris McClamroch

Jonas McMullen

Deanne and Oscar Medina
Mitchell Meyle



Annie Middlebrook
Candice Middlebrook
Randall and Susette Miller
Jeremy and Karina Moore

Judith Moreillon and
Nicholas Vitale

Kevin and
Alexandra Morgan

Jeannine Morrison
Denene Mulay
Joanne and David Muturi

Laura Nitzberg

Krestin and Lewis
Radonovich

Robert and Marianne
Reinhard

Jodie and Michael Roden

Gayle Rosen and Andrew
Sugerman

Mitch and Jenifer
Rosenwasser

Cristina Smart and Moshe
ltzkovitz

Julie Smith-Yolles
Michael Spitulnik and

Judith Oppenheim Tovah Schwartz

Charles Patterson Jon and Darby Steiger
Laura and Amnon Steiner
Kathy and Gilbert Stiefel

June Swartz

Daniel and Jessica Peluso
Domenic Perna

Allison and Daniel Piippo
Janeth and Amherst Turner

| want to support the Dept. of Musical Theatre with a gift to the:
[ Friends of Musical Theatre (302881)
In the amount of: 1$1,000 $500 L1$250 [1$100 [ Other

Name:
Address:

Home Phone: ()

Email:

[ Enclosed is my employer (or my spouse’s) matching gift form.
[d My check is made payable to the University of Michigan.
1 Charge my gift to:

JVISA [ Master Card [ Discover [ Amer. Exp.
Acct. #: Exp.Date:
Signature:
[ LiD: | [ME 1016
(302881)

Ruti Volk

Catherine Walker
Jeanne Walters

John and Mary Whyte

Susan Wineberg and
Lars Bjorn

Make your
donation
online!

Ot AL

i Scan this QR code to give i

i to the Friends of Musical i

Theatre online at Leaders
&Best, U-M's safe and |
secure giving platform.

For online giving, visit www.giving.umich.edu, email smtd-email@umich.edu, or call 734-647-2035
School of Music, Theatre & Dance o Office of Advancement e 2005 Baits Drive e Ann Arbor, Ml 48109-2075
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MUSIC, THEATRE & DANCE
COMING SOON:

2026-27
PERFORMANCE

v+ Season announced
at
smtd.umich.edu

Packages on sale
beginning

Sign up to receive the season directly

in your inbox at



