
Guest Artist Recital 
Elias Goldstein, Viola 

Angela Draghicescu, Piano 
 
 
Bedrich Smetana 
From My Homeland (arr. Goldstein) 5 min 
 Andantino 
 
Sergei Prokofiev 
Selected piece from the ballet Romeo and Juliet (arr. Vadim Borissovsky) 15 min 
 Introduction, Andante assai 
 The Street awakens, Allegretto 
 Julia the Young Girl, Vivace 
 Dance of the Nights, Allegro pesante 
 Mercutio, Allegro giocoso 
 
Cesar Franck 
Sonata for Violin and Piano (arr. Goldstein) 29 min 
 Allegretto ben moderato 
 Allegro 
 Recitativo-Fantasia 
 Allegro poco mosso 
 
Saint Saens  
Danse Macabre, Opus 40. (arr Goldstein) 7 min 
 Mouvement modere de valse 

 
 
 
 

About the Performers 
 

Praised by the Chicago Tribune for his “incredible performance” violist Elias Goldstein has 
distinguished himself as one of the great instrumentalists of his generation. Prize winner in the 
leading viola competitions of the world, including the 2011 International Primrose Competition, the 
2010 Lionel Tertis Competition, he is also the first American to be awarded a top prize in the 
Bashmet International Competition in Moscow. He has achieved recognition and critical acclaim as 
a champion of his instrument, as the first violist invited to Carnegie Hall to perform all 24 Caprices by 
Paganini, a program that later toured the United States and Europe. 

As a solo recitalist he has performed in many of the greatest halls of the world including Carnegie, 
Seattle Symphony’s Benaroya Hall, George Enescu Philharmonic, Musikiitalo Helsinki. He 
frequently collaborates with artistic partners including Nobuko Imai, Eli Eban, and the Pro Arte, 
Shanghai, Latin American, Arianna, and Cavani Quartets. 



His concert appearances include Enescu, Valdres, Aspen, Beijing, and Chautauqua festivals, and he 
is currently on faculty in the summer at Rocky Ridge Music Festival where he teaches viola and 
chamber music. He is also the Artistic director of the Goldstein Young Artist Program, which 
presents specialized courses in Puebla Mexico in the summer. As a pedagogue and coach, his 
students have won positions in major orchestras including the Dusseldorf, San Diego, North 
Carolina, Sarasota and Alabama Symphonies. Under his mentorship, he has also guided students to 
success and recognition of prizes in the ARD, Primrose, Tertis and Aronowitz International Viola 
competitions. 

He is currently professor of viola at University of Delaware, and is principal viola of the Delaware 
Symphony and ProMusica Chamber Orchestra.  This season he is appearing in chamber music 
engagements with Vadim Gluzman and Johannes Moser, and as guest principal viola in Kristiansand 
Norway, under Julian Rachlin.   

Praised by the New York Times as “elegant and spectacular” pianist Angela 
Draghicescu  has established an international reputation as a  sought -after pianist 
and chamber musician and educator.  She has performed in major concert hal ls  
across North America and throughout Europe,  Asia ,  and Latin America.  
Engagements have included performances a t Carnegie Hall,  Kaufmann Center,  
Konserthuset -Stockholm, Oslo Philharmonic,  Rudolf inium in Prague,  and the 
George Enescu Philharmonic.  
Her collaborations have included many of today’s  leading artis ts  such as James 
Ehnes,  Doc Severinsen,  Frank Huang,  Noah Bendix -Balgley and members of  the 
Berl in Philharmonic,  Canadian Brass,  Chicago,  New York,  and London 
symphonies.  She has appeared in con certs  with Maxim Vengerov,  René Fleming,  
Joyce di Donato,  Angela Gheorghiu,  and has enjoyed collaborations with many 
leading conductors including Zubin Mehta,  Carl St.Cla ire,  David Zinman,  and 
Edwin Outwater.   

She has performed for the members of  the Royal Famil ies  of  Sweden,  Norway,  and 
England.  In 2018 she was honored to receive the personal invitation of Romania ’s  
President Klaus Johannis  to perform for the Three Seas UN Summit  for f ive 
European Union state leaders .  Her festiva l appearances include the Seattle 
Chamber Music Society,  George Enescu International Festival,  Rocky Ridge Music 
Festival ,  Interlochen  Arts  Academy and Si Piano in Switzerland.  She has been 
featured l ive on Medici TV, BBC Radio 3,  Class i ca l King FM Seattle,  NPR, WQXR 
New York,  WFMT Chicago,  Romanian National Radio,  and  Ruv Ras 1 Iceland.   

Deeply committed to expanding chamber music repertoire,  she has commissioned 
and premiered works by composers Wil l iam Bolcom and Jennifer Higdon.  Angela ‘s  
doctoral dissertation Rediscover ing  Nicolae Bretan :  A gu ide f or  p ian ists  and s inger s to the 
Romanian ar t  song  was awarded "Dissertation of the Year” award in 2012 at the 
University of  Texas at Austin “.  An avid promoter of  the works of George Enescu,  
her research on the music of  the composer has led to the rediscovery of his  f irst 
piano trio ,  a  work lost for over 50 years .  The trio received its  U.S.  premiere with 
James Ehnes and Ani Aznavoorian during the Seattle Chamber Music Festival 
2019.  Her t ireless  efforts  have received the recent pra ise of  the New York Times 
who credited her for being an authority o n the Romanian composer.  



Highlights of  the 2023 -2024 season includes new releases on Naxos,  Bis  and Sono 
Luminus records with viol is t Elias  Goldstein and members of  the Berl in 
Philharmonic,  and a tour of  Norwegian Art Song bringing awareness to the under -
represented female compose rs of  Norway.  Recent collaborations include recita ls  
with the concertmaster of  the New York Philharmonic Frank Huang,  Queen 
Elizabeth top prize-winner cel l is t Marcel Kits ,  v iol is t Ettore Causa,  v iol inist 
Eugene Tzikindelean,  and Canadian Brass members in C osta Rica,  Mexico,  
Argentina,  Romania,  Germany,  and the United States.  

An activ ist ,  Angela has participated and curated numerous humanitarian and 
educational programs with organizations such as the Refugees International,  the 
Bil l  Gates Foundation,  and the Francis  Walton Foundation bringing awarness to 
g lobal crises and socia l  in justice.  Angela is  the co -artist ic director of  the newly 
founded concert series  Women Who Scor e promoting works by female composers,  in 
collaboration with Olympic Gymnast Nadia Comaneci.   
 


